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Address to the People of the Southern
States.

At a large meeting of Southern members
of both Houses of Corigress, held at the Ca
itol on the evening of the 7th ultimo, L|.|Pe-
Hon. Hoexins L. Turney, of Tennessee,
having been appointed Chairman at a pre-
vious meeting, took the Chair; and, on motion
of the Hon, Davip Huesagrp, of Alabama,
the Hon, Wirrianm J. Avsron, of Alabama,
was appointed Secretary.

Whereupon, the Hon. A. P. BurLer, of
South Carolina, from the committee appoint-
ed at a preliminary meeting, reported an Ad-
dress to the Southern people, recommending
the establishment, at Washington City, of a
newspaper, to be devoted to the support and
defence of Southern interests; which was
read, and with some sli Mficatians,
adopted. :

‘lP he following resolution was offered by
the Hon. Tuomas L. CLinamax, of North
Carolina, and unanimously adopted by the
meeting.

Resolved, unanimously, That the committee, in

Emblishing the Address, he instructed to give wath it
he names of the Senators and Representatives in

> who concur iﬂw to establish
the Southern Organ, as ilested by their subserip-
tions to the several copies of the plan in circulation,

or who may hereafter authorise swid committee to in-
elude their names.

Maryland.—Senator: Thomas G. Pratt.

Virginia.—Senators: R. M. T. Hunter,
J. M. Mason. Representatives: J. A,
Seddon, Thos. H. Averett, Paulus Powell,
R. K. Meade, Alex. R. Holladay, Thos.
S. Bocock, H. A. Edmundson, Jeremiah
Morton.

North * Carolina.—Senator: Willie P,
Mangum. Representatives: T'. L. Cling-
man, A. W. Venable, W. S. Ashe.

South Caroline.—Senators: A. P But-
ler, . H. Elmore. Representatives: John
McQueen, Joseph A. Woodward, Daniel
Wallace, Wm. F. Colcock, James L. Orr,
Armistead Burt, Isaac E. Holmes,

Gleorgia.—Senators: John McP. Berrien,
William C. Dawson. Representatives: Jo
seph W. Jackson, Alex. H. Stephens, Rob-
ert Toombs, H. A. Haralson, Allen ¥
Owen.

Alabama.—Senator: Jeremiah Clemens.
Representatives: David Hubbard, F. W.
Bowdon, S. W. Inge, W. J. Alston, S.
W. Harris.

Mississippi.—Senator. Jefferson Davis.
Representatives: W. 8. Featherston, Jacob
Thompson, A. G. Brown, W. W. Mec-

Willie.

Louisiana.—Senators: 8. U. Downs,
Pierre Soule. Representatives: J. H. Har-
manson, Emile La Sere, Isaac IX. Morse.

Arkansas.—Senators: Solon Borland, W,
Sebustian.  Representative:  William  R.
Johnson.

Texas.—Representatives: Vol. E. How-
ard, D. S. Kaufman.

Missouri.—Senator: D. R. Atchison.
Representative: James S. Green.

Uentucky.—Representatives: R. H. Stan-
ton, James L. Johnson.

Tennessee.—Senator: Hopkins L. Tur-
ney. Representatives: James H. Thomas,
Frederick P. Stanton, C. H. Wilhams,
John H. Savage.

Florida.—Senators: Jackson Morton, D.
L. Yulee. Representative: E. Carrington
Cabell. .

And upon motion, the meeting adjourned.

HOPKINS L. TURNEY, Chairman.

ArTEST !

Wwu J. Austow, Secretary.

THE ADDRESS
The commi'tee to which was referred the
duty of preparing an Address to the peo-
ple of the slaveholding States upon the
subject of a Southern Organ, to be estab-
lished in the City of Washington, put

Jorth the following :

FeLLow-ciTizens: A number of Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress from
the Southern States of the Confederacy deep-
ly impressed with a sense of the dangers
which beset those States, have considered
carefully onr means of self-defence within
the Union and the Constitution, and have
come to the conclusion that it is highly impor-
tant to establish in this city a paper, which,
without reference to palitical party, shall be
devoted to the rights and interests of the
South, so far as they are involved in the ques-
tions growing out of African slavery. To
establish and maintain such a papar, your
support is necessary, and accordingly we
address you on the subject.

In the contest now going on, the consti-
tutional equality of fifteen States is put in
question. Some sixteen hundred millions
worth of negro property is involved directly,
and indirectly, though not less surely, anin-
calculable amount ot property in other forms.
But to say this is to state less than half the
doom that hangs over you. Your social
forms and institutions—which separate the
European and the African races into distinet
classes, and assign to each a different sphere
in society—are threatened with overthrow
Whether the negro is to occupy the same
social rank with the white man, and enjoy
equally the rights, privileges, and immuni-
ties of citizenship—in short, all the honors
and dignities of society—is a question ot
greater moment than any mere question ol
pm£erly can be. .

Such is the contest now going on—a con-
test in which public opinion, il not the pre-
vailing, is destined to be a most Pmn!inent
force ; and yet, no organ of the united inter

.

ests of those assailed has as vet been es-
tablished, nor does there exis' any paper
which can be the common medium for an|
interchange of opinions amongst the Sounth- | muke successful defence, we must unite with
Public opinion, as it has been | each other upon one vital question, and make

ern States.

formed and directed by the combined influ-|
ence of interest and |rejudice, is the force |

which has been most potent against us in
the war now going on against the institu-
tion of negro slavery; and yet we have ta-

and perhaps our social existence depends.
Whoeva!‘kﬁi!l lock to the history of this
question, and to the circumstunces un-
der which we are now placed, must see
that our position is one of nnminent danger,

literature ours to a

[ tuting a majority, wield the power ol our

indirect, but by no means harmless assaults,
| which are directed against us. We, too,
ken no effectual means to make and main- | can appeal to public opmion.  Our assailant;
tain that issue with'it uron which our safety | act upon theory,
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and one to be defended by all the means,
moral and political, of which we can avail
ourselves in the present emergency. The
warfare against African slavery commenced,
as is known, with Great Britain, who, after
baving contributed mainly to its establish-
ment in the New World, devoted her most
earnest efforts, for purposes not yet fully ex-
plained, to its abolition in America. How
wisely this was done, 80 Tar as her own col-
onies were concemé,— time has determined;
and all comment vpon this subject on our
rt would be entively superfluous. 1i,
owever, her purpose was to reach and em-
barrass us on this subject, her efforts have
not been without suceess. A common origin
a common language, have made the English
reat extent, and the

speak the English language, have not been
vain or fruitless.— On the contrary, they
have been deeply felt wherever the Eng-
lish ]ungua&e is spoken; and thz more
efficient and dangerous, because, as yet,
the South has taken no steps to appear and
plead at the bar of the world, betore which
she has been summoned, and by which she
has been tried already without a hearing.

Secured by constitutional guaran ies, and *assailants, and to paralyze all eflerts at resist-

independent of all the world, so far as its
domestic institutions were concerned, the
South has reposed under the conciousness
of right and independence, and foreborne to
plead at a bar which she knew had no juris-
diction over this particular subject. In this
we have been theoretically right, but prac-
tically we have made & great mistake. All
means, political, diplomatic, and literary,
have been used to concentrate the public
opinion, not only of the world at large, but
of our own country, against us; and resting
upon the undoubted truth that our domestic
institutions were the subjects of no Govern-
ment but our own local Governments, and
concerned no one but ourselves, we have
been passive under these assaults, until
danger menaces us from every quarter. A
great party has grown up, and is increasing
in the United States, which seers to think
it a duty they owe to earth and heaven to
make war on a domestic instituiion upon
which are staked our property, our social
organization, and our peace and safety.
Sectional feelings have been invoked, and
those who wield the power of this Govern-
ment have been tempted almast, if not quite,
beyond their power of resistance, to wage a
war against our property, our rights, aud
our social system, which, if successfully
Erosecuted, must end in our destruction.
lvery inducement—the love of power, the
desire to accomplish what are, with less
truth than plausibility, called “reforms”—
all are offered to tempt them to press upon
those who are represented, and, in fact,
seem to be an easy prey to the spoiler. Our
eqality under the Constitution is, in eflect,
denied; our social institutions are derided
and contemned, and ourselves treated with
contumely and scorn through all the avennes
which have as yet been opened to the pub-
lic opinion of the world.  That these
assaults should have had their eflect is not
surprising, when we remember that, as yet,
we have offered no organized resistance to
them, and opposed but little, except the iso-
lated efforts of members of Congress, who
have occasionally raised their voices against
what they believe to be wrongs and injustice.

It is time that we should meet and main-
tain an issue, in which we find ourselves in-
volved by those who make war upon us in
regard to every interest that is peculiar to
us, and which is not enjoyed in common with
them, however guarantied by solemn com-
pact, and no matter how vitally involving our
prosperity, happiness, and safety. Itistime
that we should take measures to defend our-
selves against assaults which can end in
nothing short of our destruction, if we ocrpnse
no resistance to them. Owing to accidental
circumstances, and a want of knowledge of
the true condition of things in the Southern
States, the larger portion of the press and of
the political literature of the wotld has been
directed against us. The moral power of
public opinion carries political strength along
with it, and if against us, we must wrestle
with it or fall. 1f, as we firmly believe, truth
is with us, there is nothing to discourage us
in such an effort.

The eventual strength of an opinion is to
be measured, not by the number who may
chance to entertain it, but by the truth which
sustains it We believe—nay, we know, that
truth is with us, and therefore we should not |
shrink from the contest.  We have too much
staked upon it to shrink or to tremble—a

roperty interest, in all its forms, of incalcu-
rahle amount and value ; the social organiza-
tion, the equality, the liberty, nay, the exis-
tence of fourteen or filteen States of the Con-
federacy—all rest upon the result of the
struggle in which we are engaged. We
must maintain the equality of (-url;u.,l_ihcal
position in the Union ; we must mamtain the
digzity and respectability of our social posi-
tion before the world ; and must maintain
and secure our liberty and 1ights, so far as
our united efforts can protect them 5 and, if
possible, we must effect all this within the
pale of the Union, and Ly means known to
the Constitution. The union of the South
upon these vital interests is necessary, nol |
only. for the sake of the South, but perhiaps|
for the sake of the Union. We have great|
interests exposed to the assaults, not only ol
the world at largv, but of those who, consti-

own confederated States.  We must defend
those interests by all legitimate means, or
else perish either in or without the effort. Te

the most of our political strength.  We must
do more—we must go beyond our entrench-
ments, and meet even the more distant and

tu their theory we can op-
pose experience. They reason upon an
imaginary state of things to, this we may
oppose truth and dctual knowledge. To do
this, however, we too must open up_a¥enues
to the public mind; we, too, must havean

- o, some.,
'to secure a President, who is an object of

organ through which we can appeil to lha;
warld, and commune with each other. The
waut of such an organ, heretofore, hus been l
perhaps one of the leading causes of our pre-
sent condition.

There is no paper at the Seat of Govern-
ment through which we can hear or be heard
fairly and truly by the country. There is a
paper here which makes the abolition of sla-
very its main and paramount end. There
are other papers here which make the main-
tenance of political parties their supreme and |
controlling object, but none which consider
the preservation of sixteen hundred millions
of property, the equality and libertv ol tour-
teen or fifteen States, the pretection of the
white man against Africon equality, as para-
mount over, or even equal to, the mainten-

political ization-which- is

interest not because he will certainly rule, or
perhaps ruin the South, but chiefly for the
reason that he will possess and bestow office
and spoils. The South has a peculiar posi-
tion, and her important rights and interests
are objects of continual assault {rom the ma-
jority; and the party press, dependent as it
1s upon that majority (or its means of living,
will always be !uumf laboring to excuse the

anre. How is it now? The abolitiou party
can always be heard through its press at
the Seat of Government, but through what
organ or press at Washington can Southern
men communicate with the world, or with
each other, upon their own peculiar inter-
So far from writing, or permittind
anything to be written, which is calculated
toletend the rights of the South, or state its
casi, the papers here are engaged in lulling
the South into a false security, and in man-
ufacturing there an artificial public sentiment,
suitable for some Presidential platiorm,
though at the expense of any and every in-
terest you may possess, no matter how dear
or how vital and momentous.

This state of things results from party ob-
ligations and a regard to party success, And
they but subserve the ends of their estab-
lishment in consulting their own interests,
and the advancement of the party to which
they are pledged. You cannot look to them
as sentinels over interests that are repugnant
to, the feelings of the majority of the self-
sustaining party.

In the Federal Legislature the South has
some voice and some votes; but over the pub-
ic press, as it now stands at the Secat of
Government, the North has a controlling in-
fluence. The press of this city takes its|
tone from that of the North. KEven our

eals?

July 4,
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CFuway, Joye 20, 1830, |
Mr. DAVIS, of -.\ihllip!ﬂ. reswmed and con-
cluded as follows :  * ; |
Mr. Presioeyy : When the Senate adjourned |
yesterday | was about to offer some statements to
senators in relation to amendment proposed
by the senator from isiana.  That amend-
ment is in accordance @ comprommise which
onee.gave peace to ountry during a peroid
of intense excitement, gnd resulted from a desire
to save the Union fro er, with which it
was thought to he seri threatened, 1 ounmot
believe the danger wags imminent then as it is
now. Then there wepd patriotic hearts in Con-
gress from every sectiofg of the country that came
to the rescue upon this $ital question.  Does such
patriotism exist in the' nt Congress as was
found in that of 1820? there not those around

me who will eet thisguestion with the devoted
atriotism which the o demands, and if need
_be, sacrifice the ‘good of their coun-

try ? Ifany other plan shall be presented which I
believe wonld be finnl ,would terminate this distract-
ing controversy, and restore the fraternity that
existed among our futhers, I would make what-
ever personal sacrifice such a plan would embrace.
At an early stage of the present session I indicat-
o my belief that the extension of the Missouri
Compromise was the only basis upon which a
settlement could be made, and all that has trans-
pired from that day to this has served to confirm
me in that opinion. 1 was among those who sup-
t:nrl.u_-ll the raising of this committee—not that the

ills then before the Senate should be combined,
but with the hope that it would bring in a men-
sure of adjustinent, compromise, or settlement
which would receive from mean approbation which
I could not give o those bills. The hope that
something would be presented to us upon which
we could all unite hus met a grievous tlinappnim-
ment.  Though itis not my purpose now to detain
the Senate by n genernl examination of the bill, 1
may be permitted to say that 1 have found in its
heterogeneous features nothing to command my
support as a Southern man, or as one who desires
the restoration of fraternity to this republic. |1 see
i it no termination of those elements of discord
which now disturb us. 1 see beyond it the snme
questions which now exiat. Beyond it I see a
higher exeitement than that which surrounds us,
and the distant vista is enveloped in a gloom from
the contemplation of which 1 turn sorrowfully
naway. hen the Missouri (_'unlprnu]i.-se wis
adopted in 1820, as we were told yesterday, that
sage and patiot, Mr. Jefferson, said it was but
a reprieve.  Such, sir, it has proved, The re-
wieve has expived, and its extension is denied.
Now the measure is considered too extreme a
concession from the Norh, which then they en-
forced on the South. Now we, the minority, are
o be brought at once 1w exeeation.  Shail we
submit, or shall we resixt * This is a question to
which freemen ean give but one answer.  What-
ever may be the result, 1, for one, feel myself
bound to maintain, by every means at my eom-
mund, those consttutional rights which 1 am here
to represent,  Ifevil shall result from my course,
upon the head of others nnst rest the responsibili-
ty. However sad may be its consequences (o
myself, i down itis wy fute to full, T shall re-
tin in my migfortune the consientious conviction
of* having done my duty a8 a Representative, o
patriot, and as an honest man.

In the remarks 1 propose to offer upon  his
question, I shall direct myself o other considera-

Southern press is subjected, more or less, to
the same inlluence.  Our public men, yes,
our southern men, owe their public sl:mii:ag
and reputation too oftentothe commendation
and praise of the Northern press.  Southern
newspapers republish from their respective
party organs in this city, and in so do-
ing, reproduce—unconscious, doubtless, in
most instances, of the wrong they do—the
northern opinion in regard to public men
and measures. How dangerous such a state
of things must be to the ﬁdc'IiI.y of your re-
presentatives it is needless to say! They|
are but men, and it would be unwise to sup-
pose that they are beyond the reach of temp-
tations which influcnee the rest of mankind.

Fellow-citizens, it rests witi, ourselves to
alter this state of things, so far as the South
is concerned. 'We have vast inlerests, which

| of 362 30, which is now presented.

tons than those brond and general views which
have heen presented by others, and probably will
be presented again, 1 shall contend for this
amendment o o mensure of expediency—as o
meazure which i=s written by the hand of Nature
upon the surfuce of the country for which we

ropose to legislate—a weasure which is indicated
R_v the character of the people for whom we are
about to provide governmentnl organization, and
dr-nmm[l»ljl by soil, climate,and productions, agri-
cultiral and mimeral.  The fathers of this country
were neither so unwise nor so profineas to deny the
overrnling  Providence whose interposing  hand
wis often felt in shaping the destiny of the
wnfaut republic. And af there be a special -
terposittion—a gunrdinn enre over ns still—I think
itis manifeated o the identity of the geograph-
ieal and  political considerations  for the rencewal
of the compart, the extension of the line
Nover were
political eonsiderntions more fully maintained by
weorruphical reasons.  In looking at the map of
Californin, as it wna remarked by the senator
fromn Lowisiann, its unnatural houndaries most

we are bound, by many considerations, to
defend with all the moral and political means
in our power. One of the first steps to this
great end is to establish a Southern Organ |
here, a paper through which we may com- |
mune with one another and the world at
large. We do not propose to meddle with
political parties as they now exist; we wish |
to enlist every southern man in a southern
cause, and in defence of southern rights, be
he Whig or be he Democrat. We do not|
propose to disturb him, or to shake him ini
his party relations.  All that we ask is, that
he shall consider the constitutional rights of |
the South, which are involved in the great
abolition movement, as paramount to all
party and all other political considerations.
And surely the time has come when all
southern men should unite for the purpose of
sell-defence. Our relative power in the
Legislature of the Union is diminishing with
every census; the dangers which menace us
are daily becoming greater; and, the chief in-
strument in the assaults upon usis the public
press, over which,owing to oursupineness, the
North exercises a controlling influence.  So
far as the South is concerned, we can change
and reverse this state of things. It is not |
to be borne, that public sentiment at the South |
should be stifled or controlled by the party |
Iress.

Let us have a press of our own, as the|
North has, both here' and at home—a press|
which shall be devoted to Southern rights,
and animated by Southern feeling; which
shall look not to the North but the South for
the tone which is' to pervade it.  Claiming
our share of power in Federnl Legislation, let
us also claim our share of influence in the
press of the country. Let us organize in
every Southern town and county, so as to
send this paper into every house in tie lan .|
Let us take, too, atl the means necessary to|
maintain the paper by subsciiption, so as to|

inerense ats cireulation, awl promte  the |
q]urc:ni ol knowledae e truth.  Let every|
portion of the Seuth fuinish its full quota of |
talert wiil money lo sustain a paper whir.'hi

pught to be supported by ally because it will |
be devoted to the interest ol every Southern |
man. It will be the earnest clfort of 1.1|0_l
committee who are charged with these ar-|
rangrements, to procure editors of high talent,
and standing; and they will also see that the
paper is conducted without opposilin, and |
without reference to the political parties ol
the day. With these assurances, we feel|
justified in calling upon you, the people of|
the Southern States—to make the necessary
efforts to establ'sh and maintain the proposed |
aper.
iy A. . BUTLER,
JACKSON MORTON,

R. TOOMBS,
J. THOMPSON.

M. Thom;s I_);cy McGee about is to
return to Ireland to resume the eflitorship in|
part of the Dubhn Nation,

| plans, unsuited for cultivation or any o

forcibly strike the eye—extending over impassi-
ble mountmn barriers, including in one govern-
ment plains which have no other connexion, and

1S50.
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quires no ment to show may be most effec”
uvely extended under a territorial government.

For causes before stated, the climate is such that
no white man can work in the sun.  This country
now, inhabited by an offensive, to some extent
agriculuwal people, is unsuited 1o the white race,
unlebs it possess servile labor. But if we confine
our attention to the coast, where the refreshing
sen-breeze ngitigntes the chimate, then throughout
llu.g same extent you find, down to San Louis
Obispo, the mountains running close upon the sea;
its strenms short, and the valley narrow. Here,
then, are seattered, some fifteen or twenty miles
apart, a few pastoral ranchos, with the agriculture
necessary to supply the inhabitants with Indian
corn and beans, which seem to be all that country
produces.

To the South, the coast-plain widens, the moun-
tnins are l]n[:'ensud, gaps ure found, connecting
the plains above with those which slope down to
the sea, until the ridge ceases, and the broad plain
of Los An‘;elas :Jlenu to the view, Here, where
the keen blasts of the North are chegked by d&
toring mountains, and ‘the stoping § lﬂh
sun, we pass at once into a tropieal climate. This
is the Iand of the grape, of cotton, of maize, of
the olive, and the sugar-cane. Here, so far as
cultivation exists, that cultivation depends upon
irrigntion and upon gervile labor. It is a curious
fuct that we HIIJ here a rnce of Indians who pass
at once into servility; who, from their complex-
ions and characterstics rather seem of Asiatic
origin than to be descended from the same parent
stock as the wild and free tribes who were found
in the country of the United States.  The coun-
try to the southeast of these mountains has heen
but litde explored: it is in the possession of n
more m'l.lle'(} and warlike tribe of men; and it is
beenuse they have been so warlike und 5o popu-
lous, that so little has been heretofore known of
the eountry.  Shall we, then, abundon these men,
peaceful and prone to servility, or warlike and
with fixed habitations, to the laws of California
and the ageressions of reckless men? Or shall
we extend that protection of the Federal Govern-
ment over them which a territorinl organzation
will best enable us to give? In times past, the
United States have suffered bitter reproaches for
their policy towards the natives they found on
this continent—repronches not always just, indeed
quite undeserved, as was beautifully demonstrated
by the Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cass) many
years ago, ift we compare our condnet with that
of other nations, who have exercised control over
the aboriginal tribes of this continent.

The strong, far-renching arm and unbiassed
rn]ir:r of the General Gowernment, undisturbed
1y questions of State sovereignty, may govern to
protect these tribes,  In the new nnd even unset-
tled condition of Californin, it is to be feared the
reverse would be the case, ift the country were in-
cluded in her limits; that aggression would be
followed by hostility, to end in their destruction.
But, sir, there is another race with yet higher
claim upon us, in the vieinity of the coast. We
find that very population, who were by the treaty
to have their rights of property when they passed
under our protection secured to them; we find the
pastoral race of Mexicans which inhabited the
country when we acquired it, occupying extensive
tracts of land; and we have reason to believe they
are nbhout to be driven from their possessions by
the legislation of Californin. It is not to be neg-
lected or forgotten that the present Governor of
Californin, as we have learned through the press,
announced as his policy a taxation of the lands
which would compel these rancheros to sell their
possessions. A tax, such as would not be felt in

canvass. The boundary commission and the
army each put up their candidates; and then
the struggle commenced between them to
send a delegate to this convention, which
was to assume sovereignty over territory of
the United States, and to determine the fun-
damental law of a country they had never
seen. The contest was of doubtful issue,
when a vessel came to in the offing, and
wore or less of the crew and passengers
were immediately brought in, as I learn, to
decide it by their votes in favor of the boun-
dary commission. And then a body of dra-
goons, stationed some distance in the country,
were sent for.  They came in; they too as-
sisted by their votes to elect a candidate,
who was one of the military escort; and thus

an officer of t of the Uni
Becirie » AT ~ESsVehtin A
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and soil, united with those routes capable of
being travelled, all go to sustain_this line of
36 deg. 30 min, as the natural line of divi-
sion, | ask whether in adopting it we should
uot be consulting higher consid erations than
any of mere temporary political expediency.
1 ask whether reasons of pre-eminent and
general importance do not demand that we
should sustain the amendment of the sena-
tor from Louisiana ! But, Mr. President,
there is still another claim for this amend-
ment. Anterior to the formation of this
State constitution by California, Dese-
ret, formed a State or territorial constitu-
tion, and established her boundary. Dese-
ret, which lies east of California, has no out-
let to the sea except through the southe

ports that T have mentioned.

has claimed to measure the rights of Ameri-
can citizens in their own country. Was
this the will of the people? Was this the
sovereign willto which it is said that Congress
must bow? or was it an unauthorized inter-
ference of men who had no legitimate or
permanent connexion with the matter they
presumed to decide? )

Now, sir, looking into the constituent ma-
terial of that convention, we meet there,
insteal of Mexican inhabitants—instead of
Americans who had gone there with the
intent to remain citizen emigrants, seeking
a4 new home—seven officers of the New
York regiment, sent out there by this gov-
ernment for military purposes, three officers
of the United States army, two or three of-
ficers of the navy of the United States, a
lew Mexicans, who could not speak Eng-
lish, and some of our citizens who were
s'iaul_ to have gone there to aid in the organ-
ization of the government. The residue
was composed of persons of whom it may
l‘ae supposed a part were permanently identi-
lied with the country—how great a part I
will not pretend to say. But I would ask
of senators how many they suppose of those
persons they have known to emigrate to
California went there with the intent to re-

have no practicable commercial connexion
whatever with San Francisco. This was
most forcibly shown while Colonel Mason,
the military governor of that territory,
wished to obtain troops from the settlement
at the Salt Lake. An officer was dstached
for the purpose; but, instead of being able
to go direct, he had to keep down on the
west side of the Sierra Nevada, which stood
a snow-covered wall for a distance of more
than three hundred miles before he found any
opening through which he could pass;after
which he had to travel north of the parallel
from which he started. It is lest, I think,
therefore, that this country of South Cal-
ifornia should stand alone—that it have a
district organization ; but if that is not done,
then the most proper and natural thing re-
maining to be done, is to attach it to Dese-
ret, which has claimed a part of it, and to
which it belongs by nature more properly
than to North California.

But the distinguished senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. WensTER,) remarked yes-
terday that we are reduced to an alternative
—that we have to admit California as a
State or that she will be separated from the
Union. Mr. President, these words come
also from the shores of the Pacific ; and

main? It is not enough to say they will
probably never carry out their ‘intent to re-
turn, because to qualify them to found the
institutions.of the country they should have
had at the time a fixed purpose in their mind
to make that country their home. This
could not be the case with those who a few
few wonths before had gone there merely
to collect gold and return to the United
States.  There is another test : How many
had taken theit families witk them ?—that
best guaranty of an intent to become per-
manent residents,

n mining or even a farming district, would be de-

structive to n }mnmrni population.  This is the
nutural fruit of legislation by those who have an
opposite interest and no sympathy with the oth-
ers, for whom they maoke laws, Ts this the pro-
tection of property, Which we guarantied in the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? s this the kind-
ness which those people have a right to claim
from the Government of the United States? Oris
it not a gross uct of mjustice to the poople, who,
ignorant of our institutions, have confided in
our gunrdian eare, and whom it 18 our duty to
protect ?

Then, Mr. President, whether we con-
sider this question in relation to the soil
and climate or in relation to the great
characteristies of the physical geography, a
division of the country is equally demanded.
Whether we consider the question with rel-

-~ .
erence to the present interests or the future
interest and well-being of those who now or
who are hereafter to inhabit those countries,
it is equally clear that South California
should be organized into a distinct political

embracing the whole seaconst, as if' the whole
frontier were marked out for an empire instead of
a State of the confederacy; as though its purpose
was to have a distinet international policy, to as-
gume the command of the whole commeree of the
Pucifie,.and of those vast countries which lie be-
yond it, and to vontrol the naval stations on the
western coast, which greatly tended to ereate a
desire for its acquigition by the United States.
Here we see a country, backed by snow-covered
mountaing, a broad valley, with two rivers 1o
water, and a coast-plain connected with it. There
is the natural demareation of a Swate. O the one
gide the Sacramento, and on the other the San Joa-
ehiim, coming from the north and the south to pour
their treasures into the great entrepot of the coun-
try, the harbor of San Francisco, theircommon
and only receptacle.  As well might we expect
that the country watered by the Sacramento,
would be united 1o the valley of the Willamette,
ard  become part of the Territory of Oregon, ns
that the country south of the waters of Sun Joa-
chim would be included in the State of Califor-
nin.  Other motives no doubt combined with this
renson to induce the delegates of that part of the
territory to nhjm't to the formation of a State con-
stitution, the first operation of which, as [ learn
from my correspondence in that conntry, has had
such effect that in most of the towns south of San
Luis Obispo they have held public meetings for the
purpose of petitioning Congress [or o separate
territorial organization and government.

But to return to the point which T promised to
consider—the gzeographical arguments for this po-
litical line of 36 deg. 30 min. At the ntersection
of this parallel with the gea, as 1 am informed, the
const rangeof monntains terminate ina bold prom-
ontory that overhangs the ocean; thence eastward
it passes over deserl mountaing, crosses the arid
plnin of the Monterey river, and enters the valley
through which the San Joachim flows south of the
permunent tributaries of that river, passing be-
tween ite southern brunches and the Luke Tulares;
which, it is represented o me, does not, as s
usually shown on the maps, regularly flow iuto
the San Joachim, but only does so when, in
tinte of freshet, the fluts to 112 north, extending to

the San Joachim, are overflowed.  Shut out from | far this is the will of the pcople, it 18 proper

the sea-breeze, this plain is represented as having
almost tropical heat, and ns being fully occupred
by o quiet, harmless race of fishing Indinns, o
whom the country T [ulrrlrnlﬂrly .'l.dnpl.e.d. Butaf
it ever passes into the hands of those who require
r'.rlln_lm-rr"l.'ll ports, |ili")’ must be sflltg]ll in the
South. Distance and fucility of route leave no
doubt that Sun Pedro and San Diego, not San
Francisco, must be the ports of this section,

Then, am I not sustained when T say that the
hiand of Nature hos written this line upon the
eountry in characters which might have been read
before it was |nnnntmﬁl-d by man? But, agnin, the
line of 38 deg. 30 min. divides the pastoral and
agricultural, the semi-tropieal country, from the
mining and the grain-growing regions of the north.
South of this line no mine has proved productive.
North of it are the placers, which have, as by
magic, drawn together the men who seek to con-
stitute this State. Leaving Monterey, which ia
nbout six miles north of this parallel of 36 deg.
30 min., and following the valley of the Monterey
river, we puss through a country only saved from
the name of desert by the dilapidated missions
which were established by the kindness of New

| Spain, when the country was under the \'icemy-

alty. For one hundred miles continue high, arid
I.Eer nr-
pose than for wide-ranging flocks and herds. Puss-
ing into the basin of ‘Tuleras, there is n plain
wﬁich is watered by smallstreams from the moun-
tains, and which now supports a considerable
unlation of peaceful Indians, who have a high claim

| to the protective hand of Congress, which it re-

community, under laws enacted with refer-
ence peculiar characteristic, to the Mexi-

what foundation is there, can there be, for
them. The people of California knock at
your doors for admission into the Union 5 at
the same time we are told that they are suf-
fering for pr.tection and assistance. Th

have now a State povernment, and there is
no interference to prevent the exercise of
all its functions. Indeed, some portions of
the army and navy of the United States are
kept there for their benefit. They claim,
then, in order to enable them to carry on
their State government, the aid of the Fed-
eral government. With what force, then

Mr. President, it comes, then, to this
point: whether sojourners, persons travel-
ling, with no permanent interest or locality
inthe country—soldiers, sailors, or govern-
ment employees, who chance to be present
—are qualited to lay the foundations of a
State, and decide on the institutions which
shall prevail among generations *y%t un-

born ?

But, sir, there is something further to be
offered to those on whom these considera-
tions make no impression. Taking the pop-
ulation according to all the ordinary esti-
mates, it was only about one-fifth of the
population of’ California which took part in
this proceeding, either to elect delegates or
to ratify the constitution they formed. What
then ?  Four-fifths of the Americans in the
country, and Mexicans, to whom we are
bound to extend special protection, had no
connexion whatever with this convention.
Are we still to be told that its proceedings
imbody the impression of the will of the
people of California >  These, Mr. Presi-

can inhabitants and to whomn we owe pro-
tection, kind and special in proportion to
their helplessness. For this we ought to
retain the powers which a territorial gov-
ernment. secures to us over this country,
that we may shield it from the inappropriate |
or hostile legislation of the men of northern
California. -

Mr. President, we are told that it is the
will of the people to which we rslmuidi
bow. Do the proceedings of t e conven-|
tion prove that ? 1 know not that any one‘
has full and accurate information in relation
to that subject. From such knowledge as
I am able to glean, I believe that the peo-
ple of South California were reduced to the
alternative of sending delegates to that con-
vention to take part in its proceedings, or
seeing it proceed to establish the fundamen-
tal law of their country without their co-
operation or advice.

And, sir, there is another instructive |
statement in relation to this matter—taat |
these delegates, when they left their homes
to attend this convention, uniformly contended
against a State organization, and in favor of |
a territorial government.  We find them,
one after another, yielding to dillerent views
—under what influences I aw unable to say;
but it is to be remarked that a large propor-
tion of the members secured advantages, or
received offices from the action of the con-
vention te which they were delegates,

But, again, Mr. President, to decide how

to inquire what part of the population took
part n those elections. 1 compare two
towns for the purpose of illustrating that fact.
Los Angeles, with a population of about five
thousand people, gave about seventy-five or
eighty votes; while San Diego, a little vil-
lage composed of a dozen adobe ports, gave
a vote ot one hundred and fifty or upwards.
Then, sir, the question arises, how did that
happen? The answer is two-fold: L.s An-
geles is one of the districts still inhabited by
the population acquired with the country;
they did not choose to become parties to this
convention; and therefore it was that their
vote was so small, although no expedient
was left untried, an officer having been sent |
as a speciel agent to induce them to take |
part in the proceeding. All was done that
could be done to get them to vote for dele-
gates, with only such success as is shown by
the election return. The explanation in the
other case is different. A body of men for
the survey of the boundary, and a military
escort, had just arrived, and were encamped
in the vicinity of the little village, when

they heard of an election. True to the in-
stinct of countrymen, they were ready for al

| That all the countrv back of the Sierra

dent, are the facts which come to light
upon an analyses of this remarkable pro-
ceeding ; and these facts are such as not
only apply to sustain in my opinion the
amendment of the Senator ffom Louisiana,
(Mr. Sovre,) hut which would entirely

justify us in treating this constitution as a

nullity, and proceeding to the formution of
a territorial government for the people who
inhabit our western territory.

I am not one of those, Mr. President,
who can be with any truth described as hos-
tile to the territories. On the contrary,
their interest has uniformly received my
support. I am one of those who strove
most strenuously at the last session of Con-
gress in favor of giving those people a go-
vernment. | am one of those who was
willing then. as [ am willing now, to admit
them as a State, so sonn as they come here
regularly with proper qualifications, and ask
for admission. But [ am also one of those
who claim a conformity with the precedents
which have existed since the foundation of

| the government, and which are necessary to

secure considerations of far higher import-
ance than any which concern the ascendancy
of aparticular interest, or political party.
But, Mr. President, I find myself con-
stantly wandering into considerations broad-
er than it was my purpose to enter upon.
I have said that this country south of 36
deg. 30 min. was separated f;y nature from
the body of what is now called the State of
California, and that it claims a political or-
anization separate from the other. The
Easin of the li:ahe Tulares, lying immedi-
ately south of the parallel of 36 deg. 30
min. A bare inspection of the map, with |
the slightest knowledge of the mountain
ridges and passes, must convince any one
that this country belongs to South Californa.
Its ports are San Diego and San Pedro.

Nevada up to the Salt Lake, must for com-
mercial purposes find its outlet at San Die-
go and San Pedro, and not at San Francis-

do they talk, or others for them, of their se-
ceding from the United States, and setting
up a government of their own? Why,
sir, it is idle. 'They need the protection of
this government, and I wish them to have it,
not the less because they have attempted
self-government before they were competent
to sustain themselves. With this is con-
nected another inquiry. Were they prompted
to form a State government, or was it by
their own opinion ! It appears to have
been because they were invited to it by one
who had no right to the exercise of the civil
functions which he assumed, or with which
he was improperly invested. They were
urged to it by the officers of the army in
California. The proclamation under which
the convention was convened, makes a
strange declaration. It asserts that the
laws of Mexico made the military comman-
dant ex-officio civil governor :

“ The undersigned, in accordance with in-
structions from the Secretary of War, has
assurhsd the administration ot civil affairs in
California, not as military governor, but as
the Executive of the existing civil govern-
ment. In the absence of a properly ap-
pointed civil governor, the commanding
officer of the department is, by the laws of
California ex officio civil governor of the
country; and the instructions from Washing-
ton were based on the provisions of these
laws. Thissubject has been misrepresented,
or at least misconceived, and currency given
to the impression that the government of
the country is still military. Such is not
the fact. The military government ended
with the war ; and what iemains is the civil
government recognised in the existing laws
of California.”

Now, that rests on the doctrine which
has been put forward here, that the Mexi-
can laws are in force in the territories. But,
so [ar as I canlearn, there was nosuch law as
that proclamation appeals to. In this same
volume is contained a digest of these laws;
and ‘I will read one section which belongs to
this case, and 1 believe decides it :

“In temporary default of the governor,
another shall be named ad interim, in
the same manner as the proper one.
the default should be of short duration, the
senior (masantiguo) lay member of the de-
partmental legislature shall take charge of the

overnment, as he shall in like manner do
ﬁuring the interval which may take place
between the default of the government pro-
per, and the appointment of his successor ad
interim.

Then, sir, it was the oldest member of

co, is established now, 1 believe, beyond
controversy. We find the plain extending
from the Great Salt Lake, running down
by a route over which there is said to be
a good wagon-road to San Diego. Then,
sir, what are to be the institutions, if left to
natural causes, in the one country and the
other 7 Will they be uniform or diversi-
fied? Ifthe latter, why seek to enforce on
them one system of municipal laws > It is
plain, that of their commerge a part will go
to the South, and a part to the North. If,
then, connected with these considerations, I
have been able to show to'the Senate, how-

their legislature who became Governor ez
officio, when the office was vacant It was
the oldest member of the departmental legis-
lature who should have succeeded. If, in-
deed, the civil government which pre-existed
the acquisition of that territory by the Unit-
ed States continued, why should not the
Mexican governor have resumed his duties
with the restoration of peace > With their
laws in force, and their officers restored to
their functions, American emigrants wou'd
have realized the full force of this doctrine.

But here, sir, is proof of the fallacy of
the whole foundation of his argument for th
supremacy of Mexican laws. No one'then
mﬁed upon it—no one has yet been wil~
ling to follow his argument to the conelusion
to which it leads. Else, why was not the
legislature of the department of California
called together 7 The thi received
life from political incubation here.

Bu’ the Senator from Massach:setts as-
sum_d another position which 1 wish to no-

ever briefly, that ‘the population, climate,

tice. He stated, in exmct oppositionto all
those geographical Whan pre-
sented, ‘that if we had the power to arrange

ool Calforuin. They ind thﬁﬁﬁf i
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